Some General Verb Characteristics

Verbs are made up of three-consonant stems.
Verbs are usually listed in dictionaries and word lists under their third person
singular masculine form. This form is the stem with the following vowel pattern:
The simple active (plain ole verb) stem is called Qal, which means “light” or “not
heavy” (%7 in Hebrew).
Verbs are classified as strong or weak depending on what kinds of letters the stem
contains. They all take the same endings in the perfect, but the weak verbs can
have some odd-looking forms. The main thing to remember about them now is
that if the following conditions exist, you are dealing with a weak verb and its
forms may not always be quite what you’d expect:
What makes a verb weak
* Verbs with a yod or vav as the middle letter, if the yod or vav is
functioning as a vowel (note this is not the case with 77, where the yod
still functions as a consonant.
* Verbs that contain the following letters: X, 77, 17, ¥, and sometimes 7
* Any verb whose second and third consonant are identical

Uses of the Perfect
Perfects can be translated as either simple past or past perfect (ie. Either he did or
he had done
Perfects are sometimes translated as present tense when they express a state of
being or a perception or attitude, for example, the statement | am old would be
rendered in Hebrew with a perfect
A perfect with a vav in front of it is usually a future (v’shamru and v’ahavta)

A final word of warning
Verbs can sometimes have direct object pronouns suffixed to them. If you have a
word that you are certain is a verb, but it’s ending isn’t right, don’t waste too
much time looking up the more unusual verb forms—the weird ending is probably
a suffixed pronoun.



The Qal Perfect of the Strong Verb

30.3 The addition of these suffixes to the third masculine singular form of
Qal perfect of MW, “he kept,” gives these results:
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* What’sgoing on with the vowel changes?

* Suffixes that begin with vowels (vocalic suffixes) are accented, and this causes the
vowel in the nearest preceding open syllable to become a vocal (pronounced) sheva. (An
open syllable is one that does not end with a consonant. The vertical line you see next to
the first vowel is called a meteg. It is used in certain circumstances to mark a secondary
accent. )

** Most suffixes that begin with consonants (consonantal suffixes) have a silent sheva
under the third stem consonant. This functions only as a syllable divider. The accent
remains on the final syllable of the stem, not the ending.

*#* The suffixes an and 1p also draw the accent to themselves, despite the fact that they
begin with a consonant. In this case the first vowel becomes a vocal sheva. (The rule is
actually the same as for vowel suffixes: the vowel in the nearest open syllable becomes a
sheva. However, in the case of a consonantal suffix, the second syllable remains closed,
so the nearest open syllable is actualy the first syllable of the word.)



